


LOGLINE                                       
A newly-single father’s efforts 
to weather the turbulence of 
change – in his life and in the 
world around him – while a 
new immigrant endeavours to 
find her place in a foreign land. 
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SHORT SYNOPSIS                                       
In 70s rural Australia, metalworker Leo struggles to 
care for his kids after his wife vanishes. When Italian 
immigrant and co-worker Tony suggests his sister 
Maria as help, Leo's life is transformed. LITTLE 
TORNADOES is a portrait of a country and family at a 
turning point and the human desire for connection. 

LONG SYNOPSIS                                       
Introverted Leo is a metalworker at his small town’s 
local plant. After his wife vanishes, leaving him to care 
for their two young children, he is bereft – barely able 
to cook a decent meal or keep the household running. 
So when a recently-arrived Italian colleague suggests 
that his sister, Maria, act as surrogate homemaker, 
Leo reluctantly accepts. But can one woman’s warm, 
nurturing presence fill the void left by another, and can 
Leo yield to the winds of change? 

The film distils the many upheavals of 1970s Australia – 
from immigration and post-war resettlement, to anti–
Vietnam War protests and the women’s liberation 
movement – into a narrative about one man’s struggle 
to adapt and a new immigrant endeavouring to find her 
place in a foreign land.  

LITTLE TORNADOES is a portrait of a country and a 
family at a turning point, highlighting the human desire 
for connection. 



“This film is more than just a story about one 
person's struggle; it's a microcosm of a 
community undergoing significant change. 
LITTLE TORNADOES beautifully captures 
the intersection of personal and societal 
transformation, making it a rich, layered and 
compelling narrative for audiences who crave 
heartfelt, character-driven dramas with 
historical significance.” 

GABRIEL ARATA, SEGMENTO MAGAZINE 

SALES STATEMENT 
Audiences are invited on Leo's journey of 
adaptation and Maria's quest for belonging in 
a new land, to contemplate relatable themes 
of resilience, human connection, and family 
and community undergoing dramatic change. 
The f i lm offers a nostalgic, v isual ly 
atmospheric, and emotionally captivating 
experience.



Questa e’ la vita, questa e’ felicità, 
Un’ ora per abbracciarsi, e poi morire. 

This is life, and this is joy,  
An hour of embracing, and then to die. 

-Traditional Sicilian Poem - 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
The film explores cross-cultural connection, vulnerability, and 
the universality of such experiences as they relate to all of us – 
men and women. In its broadest sense, the story of LITTLE 
TORNADOES comments on the changing social and cultural 
landscape in rural Australia in 1971, in a small community (my 
hometown) still suffering the legacy of war. 

The film’s story reflects on how World War Two has a lasting 
impact on families across the generations, and on the greater 
society. It opens with a young father tasked with raising his 
two young children -- but he cannot do it alone. He must rely 
on support from new Italian immigrants in town (who represent 
change and a different perspective on the world), while trying 
to manage the confused connection with his war-affected 
father (a representation of the past informing the future). The 
film looks inward at one person's vulnerabilities in one small 
town, but it's this daily human struggle that is relevant to us all. 

The film is set in a period of great social upheaval in our 
country, and I feel it parallels what people are feeling today. 
Not just in Australia, but everywhere. It’s a very relevant and 
timeless story about despair, frustration and a feeling of 
helplessness in the face of change.  

The emotional isolation in the film allows me to explore the 
Australian culture of stoicism, and how this can be damaging 
when trying to establish one’s own masculinity and self-identity. 
This film is my way of trying to understand humanity and 
belonging, and how to recognise and cope with factors beyond 
our control that shape and affect our lives. 



“I think what men mistake for happiness 
is in fact resignation and patience -- and 

now women are beginning to feel that 
patience is not the answer.”   

- Germaine Greer, 1971 - 



AARON was born in rural Australia and has lived and worked in and around his 
neighbouring South-East Asian region. He works as a director and writer across film, VR, 
multi-platform and commercials. He is drawn to narratives that explore human vulnerability 
and cross-cultural connection. 

In 2006, he was selected to take part in a filmmaker residency program with The Objectifs 
Centre for Filmmaking and Photography in Singapore where he developed the script for his 
debut feature, CANOPY. The film premiered at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival 
and screened at numerous festivals including Rotterdam, Busan, Taipei, Shanghai, 
Jerusalem, New Horizons and Seattle. CANOPY was released in UK, Canada, US, Taiwan, 
New Zealand, Australia, and VOD in China. He has recently completed his second feature, 
LITTLE TORNADOES, which launched in Australian cinemas to critical acclaim.  

Aaron is represented for film & TV by RGM (Australia) and Echo Lake Entertainment (US), 
and for commercial work by MERV MAKES (Australasia). 
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“Has a tremendous power that creeps up on the viewer. Little 
Tornadoes is a deeply personal film with a strong emotional pull.”  
– FILMINK 

“Little Tornadoes is a piece of art, where everything contributes 
to the spectacle, in a remarkable feast for the eyes and ears.”  
– GABRIEL ARATA, SEGMENTO MAGAZINE  

“Wilson builds an intensely thoughtful space to contemplate 
mental health among Australian men, particularly those living  
in rural communities where there are higher rates of anxiety, 
depression and suicide.” – THE GUARDIAN  

“Engaging, fully dimensional characters exploring significant 
social issues.” – NME  

“Director Aaron Wilson has crafted a sensitive story about love, 
love and yearning.” – THE BLURB  

“I love this depiction of a small town swept up in change.”  
– LARISSA BEHRENDT, ABC SCREEN SHOW  

“An emotionally soaring story co-written by Christos Tsiolkas 
about dislocation and the migrant experience.” – SBS MOVIES 

“Tension is a beautiful word to describe this movie. A moving  
and elegantly made Australia made film.”  

– POPCORN PODCAST   

“A searing pain from the past cuts deep into the present.” 
– SCREENHUB 

“In its portrayal of two women who choose to vanish from  
a town, Little Tornadoes offers a subtle inversion of the  
colonial myth of the bush as treacherous labyrinth and  
the town as sanctuary.” – METRO MAGAZINE 

CRITICAL PRAISE FOR  
LITTLE TORNADOES



CHRISTOS TSIOLKAS   
CO-WRITER                                      
Christos Tsiolkas is one of Australia’s preeminent novellists.  LOADED, 
was made into the feature film HEAD ON, and DEAD EUROPE won the 
2006  Age  Fiction Prize and 2006 Melbourne Best Writing Award. He 
won Overall Best Book in the Commonwealth Writers' Prize 2009, was 
shortlisted for the 2009 Miles Franklin Literary Award, longlisted for the 
2010 Man Booker Prize and won the Australian Literary Society Gold 
Medal for his novel, THE SLAP (adapted for TV in 2011). MERCILESS 
GODS was adapted for the stage in 2019. His recent novels include 
BARRACUDA (adapted for TV in 2017), DAMASCUS and 71/2.   
 



MARK LEONARD WINTER               
LEO 
Mark plays the lead role of Leo, a thirty 
year-old father of two children and 
metalworker. Born in Australia and 
educated in Australia and the US, Mark 
has appeared in numerous film, TV and 
theatre productions, including ESCAPE 
FROM PRETORIA, THE DRESSMAKER, 
BAL I B O, VAN D I E M E N’S LAN D, 
HEALING, BLAME, THE PACIFIC and 
PINE GAP.      

SILVIA COLLOCA 
MARIA    

s 
Silvia plays the integral role of Maria, new 
Italian immigrant and narrator for the film. Born 
in Milan, Silvia is an Italian-Australian actress, 
opera singer, cookbook author, and TV 
cookery show personality. Her film roles 
include VAN HELSING and LESBIAN 
VAMPIRE KILLERS, and she played the 
Wicked Queen in Opera Queensland’s 
production of SNOW WHITE. 

ROBERT MENZIES 
JIM                                     
Robert plays Jim, father to Leo and ex-
POW still living in the shadow of his WW2 
war experience. Robert is a veteran of film, 
TV and theatre. His f i lms include 
HEATWAVE, BLISS, THREE DOLLARS, 
SIAM SUNSET, and Wilson’s previous film, 
CANOPY. His TV credits include THE 
DOCTOR BLAKE MYSTERIES, MONASH 
& T H E A N Z AC L E G E N D , B L U E 
HEELERS and STINGERS. 

FABIO MOTTA 
TONY 
Tony, played by Fabio, is a new immigrant 
working in the same factory as Leo. Fabio 
Motta is an actor, clown and teaching artist 
who had the fortune of performing and 
devising theatre in Australia, Italy and the 
United States. His TV credits include CARLA 
CAMETTI PD, CANAL ROAD RONNY 
CHIENG INTERNATIONAL STUDENT, 
UTOPIA and HATING ALISON ASHLEY.  

KEY CAST



STEFAN DUSCIO               
CINEMATOGRAPHER                                      
Stefan grew up in Cobram, in rural Australia, 
with a love of visual arts. Making films and 
comic books from an early age, he later studied 
Media Arts at RMIT University Melbourne. 

Continuing his love of narrative and images, he 
has since shot numerous commercials, music 
videos, shorts, TV and feature films — including 
THE DRY, THE INVISIBLE MAN, UPGRADE, 
JUDY & PUNCH, SHANTARAM, JUNGLE, 
ACUTE MISFORTUNE and CANOPY.  

ROBERT MACKENZIE 
COMPOSER                                       
Robert is an Oscar® and Bafta award-winning 
sound editor and mixer. His work includes 
ANIMAL KINGDOM, THE HUNTER, LORE, THE 
GRANDMASTER, ASHES OF TIME REDUX, 
THE ROVER, PARTISAN, LION and HACKSAW 
RIDGE (winning an Oscar® for Best Sound 
Mixing and nominated for Best Sound Editing). 

Robert has previously collaborated with  Aaron on 
CANOPY, and on his short films as sound 
designer and composer.  

CINDY CLARKSON               
PICTURE EDITOR                                       
Cindy is an experienced editor, having freelanced 
in picture and sound traversing the change from 
film to non-linear systems. 

Her first feature film as picture/sound editor was 
o n A l k i n o s Ts i l i m i d o s ’ E V E RY N I G H T 
EVERYNIGHT and as  a dialogue editor on Fred 
Schepisi’s IQ. Her editing feature credits include 
ODDBALL, WARRIORS OF VIRTUE II, THE MAN 
WHO SOULED THE WORLD, CORROBOREE, 
VAN DIEMEN’S LAND, X and CANOPY.  

KEY CREW

RODNEY LOWE             
SOUND DESIGNER     
Rodney has over 40 years of experience in film, 
television, music, advertising and digital media. He 
has collaborated with the film’s director on his TV 
commercial work as well as on his previous feature, 
CANOPY. Rodney and his producer Les Molnar run 
Production Alley, and they have numerous awards 
around the world for their work in audio production.

CJ DOBSON 
COLOURIST 
CJ is a colourist in all areas of film TV and 
commercials. She has over 10 years of 
experience colouring at some of the  industry’s 
leading post production facilities including Digital 
Pictures, iloura, and Method Studios, working on 
films such as RELIC, HIGH GROUND, ESCAPE 
FROM PRETORIA and TANNA.   



SUSAN SCHMIDT                
Susan is a highly experienced executive with 
a b road f i lmmak i ng and bus i ness 
background.  

Independently and until recently as Head of 
Production and Business Affairs at Mint 
P ictures she oversaw the phys ica l 
productions and managed all the business 
aspects including funding, production and 
distribution. Susan has worked on the 
production of more than 30 hours of multi 
award winning quality factual TV content.  

Recent productions she worked on include 
the phenomenal launch of slow TV in 
Australia, THE GHAN, the widely acclaimed 
blue-chip arts series THE ARCHIBALD for 
Foxtel, and the documentary series THE 
POOL for ABC.  

CHRISTIAN PAZZAGLIA 
Christian is the producer of the critically 
acclaimed feature film / live cinema performance 
MIRACULOUS TRAJECTORIES, directed by 
one of China’s leading visual artists, Cheng Ran. 
  
Previously he co-produced the feature film 
YAMATO (KARIFORUNIA), directed by the 
award-winning Japanese filmmaker Daisuke 
Miyazaki. Previous professional experience 
includes roles as film festival artistic director, and 
multidisciplinary curator for various festivals and 
cultural institutions in Europe and Australia.   

KATRINA FLEMING 
Katrina Fleming is a Creative Producer, Post 
Producer, Script Development Executive and 
Director/Writer of film & TV content. Katrina is  
developing Australian films and co-productions 
with the USA and UK, with a focus on 
mainstream, family friendly comedies, drama, and 
adventure films.

IAN ANDERSON                                     ˝
Ian is one of Australia’s foremost post-
production specialists, working closely with 
filmmakers to ensure creative integrity on all of 
his projects. His expertise has been 
instrumental on numerous Austral ian  
productions and large-scale international films 
posted in Australia.  

With over 30 years experience, he recently 
received Film Victoria’s John Howie Award for 
outstanding leadership, achievement and 
service to the industry.  

Ian previously held the role of Executive 
Producer at Deluxe Digital Pictures, one 
Australia’s largest post facilities, where he 
was dedicated to evolving talent & providing 
world-class services & solutions. He is 
currently consulting and producing for a 
variety of film projects.  

PRODUCERS



THE SONGS                                       
An important part of the film is its soundtrack. In 
additional to Robert Mackenzie’s elegant and 
understated score, the soundscape is peppered with 
period Australian pop songs, emotive Italian tunes and 
newly recorded tracks that together help to capture the 
feeling of the 1971 Australian era. 
                                      ˝
Songs include The Seekers’ A WORLD OF OUR 
OWN, Judith Durham’s THE OLIVE TREE, Olivia 
Newton-John’s LOVE SONG, Amália Rodrigues’ VITTI’ 
NA CROZZA, plus Gyan’s intimate cover of 
BEAUTIFUL DREAMER and Sal Kimber & Simon 
Lewis’ title track, LITTLE TORNADOES.   
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Catering
SUE & PHILIP DUSCIO
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SUZY HARRIS
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BEN HALL
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Director’s Attachment
MACHAR MAYOR

ADDITIONAL FILMING (YARROWEYAH, 
TOCUMWAL & BOOMANOOMANA)
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CREDITS, CONT/D…
POST PRODUCTION

Post Production Supervisor 
IAN ANDERSON 

Post Production Facility
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Executive Post Producer
KURT ROYAN

Post Production Producer
CLAIRE PERRY

Picture Editor
CINDY CLARKSON

Colourist
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JOHN POWER
MENG HAN
AARON WILSON
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Post Sound Facility
PRODUCTION ALLEY

Post Sound Producer
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Sound Designer
RODNEY LOWE
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Foley Artist
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Mixing Assistant
KRISTIAN KNIGHT

ADR Editor
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Dolby Atmos Mixing Facility
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RODNEY LOWE

ANGUS DAVIDSON

Dolby Atmos Mastering
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TRACKDOWN STUDIOS SYDNEY

Fly Wrangler
BEN LOWE

Additional Voices (the town)
CHARLOTTE STODDART
JAMES STODDART
GIUSI GALBO
SANDY BRADSHAW
RON HOWELLS

Radio Newsreader Voice
PETER HOUGHTON

Translations (Italian, Sicilian)
GIUSI GALBO
SILVIO MACCULI

Music Supervisor
ANDREW KOTATKO

Composer
ROBERT MACKENZIE

Assistant to the Composer
JESSICA MEIER

Orchestration
RAFAEL MAY

Violin / Viola
VERONIQUE SERRET

Clarinet / Bass Clarinet / Contrabass Clarinet
JASON NOBLE

Vocals
JESSICA MEIER

Piano
ROBERT MACKENZIE

Recording Studio
RAFAEL MAY MUSIC

Production Music Rights
APRA

Additional Soundscape Design
NIC BUCHANAN

Archive Footage Supplied by
AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
LIBRARY SALES, AUSTRALIAN TV ARCHIVE,
ADAM RUDNICKI

Singapore Footage Courtesy of
FINER FILMS & ODIN’S EYE ENTERTAINMENT

Completion Guaranty Provided Through
FIRST AUSTRALIAN COMPLETION BOND 
COMPANY PTY. LTD

Legals
DAN PEARCE (HOLDING REDLICH)

Closed Captions / Audio Descriptions
ACCESS MEDIA

Client Services Director (Access Media)
MICHELLE KWAN

Insurance Broker
NIKI PECAR (GALVANIIZE INSURANCE)

Tax Accountant
TONY NAGLE, NAGLE ACCOUNTING

Production Accountant
KATE COBBOLD

Auditor
SEAN DENHAM (DENHAM & ASSOCIATES)

SONGS

“LOVE SONG”
Written by Lesley Duncan
Performed by Olivia Newton-John
Published by Sunshine Music Ltd
Administered by Universal Music Publishing Pty Ltd
Courtesy of Primary Wave Music

“NATURE"
Written by Wayne Mason
Performed by The Fourmyula
Published by EMI Music Publishing Australia Pty Ltd
Under exclusive license from EMI Music New Zealand Ltd
Licensed courtesy of Universal Music Australia Pty Ltd

“BEAUTIFUL DREAMER"
Written by Stephen Foster
Performed by Mark Leonard Winter

“LIBERA ME” (from REQUIEM in D MINOR, OP. 48)
Written by Gabriel Fauré 
Performed by English Chamber Orchestra Corydon Singers
Matthew Best: Conductor, Michael George: Bass
John Scott: Organ
Courtesy of Extreme Music

“VITTI ‘NA CROZZA"
Written by Francesco Li Causi
Performed by Amália Rodrigues
Published by Edizioni Curci S.r.l.
Licensed by Fable Music Pty Ltd
Licensed courtesy of Edições Valentim de Carvalho, S.A.

“SANTA LUCIA"
(Traditional)
Performed by Robertino Loreti
Licensed courtesy of Zonet ehf

“OH, LALLO"
(Traditional)
Performed by Silvia Colloca

“VA PENSIERO" (from NABUCCO)
Written by Giuseppe Verdi & Temistocle Solera
Arranged by Kavisha Mazzella
Performed by La Voce Della Luna (featuring Kavisha Mazzella)
Published by Cooking Vinyl Publishing Australia Pty Ltd
From the album Luna Yarra, Courtesy of La Voce Della Luna

“A WORLD OF OUR OWN”
Written by Tom Springfield
Performed by The Seekers
Published by Springfield Music Ltd
By kind permission of Warner Chappell Music Australia Pty Ltd
Licensed courtesy of Warner Music Australia Pty Ltd

“LITTLE TORNADOES (ACOUSTIC VERSION)”
Written by Simon Lewis
Performed by Sal Kimber
Recorded by Isaac Barter & Simon Lewis

“SHE’S A RAINBOW"
Written by Jesse O’Mahoney & Theo Golding
Published by Chappell Recorded Music Library (PRS)
Courtesy of Universal Production Music

“BEAUTIFUL DREAMER"
Written by Stephen Foster
Performed by Gyan
Arranged by Simon Greaves & Gyan
Courtesy of Museagency

“WHIRLY WIND ROCK"
Written & Performed by Simon Lewis

“MEXICAN WOODPECKER"
(Traditional)
Performed by Ian Anderson

“THE OLIVE TREE"
Written by Tom Springfield & Diane Lampert
Performed by Judith Durham
Published by Springfield Music Ltd
By kind permission of Warner Chappell Music Australia Pty Ltd
Licensed courtesy of Warner Music Australia Pty Ltd

“CARO NOME" (from RIGOLETTO)
Written by Giuseppe Verdi & Francesco Maria
Performed by Compagnia D’Opera Italiana
Antonello Gotta, Conductor
Courtesy of Extreme Music

“LITTLE TORNADOES”
Written by Simon Lewis
Performed by Sal Kimber & Simon Lewis
Recorded by Isaac Barter & Simon Lewis
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